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It’s good to be together again.  We’re here as Jesus-followers, and not-yet-Jesus-followers, who are learning about what it means to be committed to our MISSION …

Becoming More Like Jesus Christ By Loving God, Loving People, And Serving Our World.

As you know, I’m currently teaching verse-by-verse through MARK.  In the past several years I’ve also taught through PROVERBS, EPHESIANS, HAGGAI, JOHN, FIRST PETER, REVELATION 2-3, and shared various topical teachings.  All of these teachings can be downloaded in audio form AND IN manuscript form from the BIBLE TEACHING page of our 2nd Street website, at www.2ndstreet.org.

When I finish teaching through MARK, we’ll go verse-by-verse through EXODUS.  Last Sunday we went through MARK 6:33-44 and studied A MIRACLE OF PROVISION.  This morning we’ll go through MARK 6:45-7:23, and here are the four sections we’ll study in these 35 verses and what each of them focus on.

1. MARK 6:47-52	JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR
2. MARK 6:53-56 	JESUS IS OUR HEALER
3. MARK 7:1-13	JESUS WANTS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US
4. MARK 7:14-23	JESUS WANTS TO REBUILD OUR HEARTS

MARK 6:45-46 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

45 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away.
46 After bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray.

ONE OF THE MARKS OF A GODLY LEADER IS ONE WHO LOVES AND HAS COMPASSION TOWARD THE MULTITUDES, BUT WHO ISN’T OBSESSED WITH CROWDS.  I’m not saying that having a growing church is a sign of a pastor, or a group of elders having inflated egos.  But here is what I know … that the larger a church grows, the easier it is for the leaders of that church to get their eyes off Jesus and onto the demands, the expectations, and the adoration of the crowds.

This is why discovering a MISSION and staying closely tied to a MISSION is so important for a church – because it keeps us heading in the direction God wants, instead of running off in directions just one person or a small group of people want to pursue.

And this is why teaching through God’s Word verse-by-verse is so important – because of the way it anchors the hearts, the minds, the eyes, the ears, and the passions of a church on THE REVEALED WILL OF GOD, and on THE CHARACTER AND PASSIONS OF GOD, and not just on the latest Christian pop-psychology emphasis or trend.

Jesus LOVED the multitudes of people who followed Him, but He at no time in His ministry was He OBSESSED with crowds.  Here’s the deal … Jesus didn’t allow people to be impressed with Him, or with His words – and He helped His listeners steer clear of this fatal flaw by consistently pointing them back to God the Father.  Jesus knew when to kindly tell people to go home, because He wasn’t defined by their devotion to Him, but by being able to say at the end of the day, two things that I want to define you and me as His followers, and as the people who call 2nd Street “home” …

1. DID I LISTEN TO GOD TODAY?
2. DID I OBEY GOD TODAY?

This is what it always came down to for Jesus.  LISTENING TO GOD and OBEYING GOD was all that mattered.  And in this story we find Jesus in here in MARK 6, He’s spent a long, difficult day spent ministering to the spiritual need and the physical needs of the crowds, and He was exhausted.  But here’s the deal … this difficult, hard, demanding, draining day DROVE JESUS TO PRAYER, NOT AWAY FROM PRAYER.  And gang, while it’s great that this was true of Jesus Christ – it’s even more awesome when it can be said of you and of me, as the followers of Jesus Christ.  Let’s read vv. 47-52 and look into this amazing story of …

1. JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR
     MARK 6:47-52 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

47 When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on the land.
48 Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to pass by them.
49 But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out;
50 for they all saw Him and were terrified.  But immediately He spoke with them and said to them, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.”
51 Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly astonished,
52 for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened.

Jesus sent the disciples away, and He saw their boat out in the middle of the Sea of Galilee.  JOHN 6:15 tells us Jesus was still up on the mountain praying, and saw them straining at the oars because of the fierce wind blowing against them.

If you’ve been here throughout our study of MARK, then you probably remember that it’s only been a few weeks or possibly several months since the disciples went through a similar situation out on the Sea of Galilee … back in MARK 4:35-41, which took place in the Fall of 31 A.D.  And now it’s sometime between December 31 A.D. and February 32 A.D. and it’s happening again.  But the last time the disciples were out in a storm on the Sea of Galilee Jesus was with them in the boat – and this time they’re in the boat alone, and Jesus is watching their calamity from up on the mountain. 

Where the disciples were at right here, it was about 6 miles across the Sea of Galilee, so if they’re in the middle of the lake, they’re about 3 miles from the shore in either direction during this fourth watch of the night, which means it was around 3:00 a.m.  Jesus saw the disciples needed Him to be near them, and not far away (not that He couldn’t have calmed the sea from up on the mountain) … He saw that His disciples needed to have Him present … literally WITH THEM in order to move from doubt to faith, and from anxiety to peace.  Note to self.  Let’s stay close to Jesus.

What does it mean in v. 48, that Jesus came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to pass by them?  If Jesus wanted to walk right by His disciples, why did He walk close enough for them to see Him?  And why didn’t He just command the wind to stop from up on the mountain, when in MARK 4:39, He’d already demonstrated that He could do that?  I think it’s because JESUS WANTED TO GIVE HIS DISCIPLES AN OPPORTUNITY TO CALL OUT TO HIM, AND TO ASK FOR HIS HELP.

Jesus has been teaching the disciples how much they need Him.  He’s been teaching them to come to Him with their problems.  We saw last week how He “tested” them with the feeding of the multitude on the hill.  And now, Jesus is testing them to see how they’d handle another problem.  Would they come to Him for help?

The disciples are freaking out here … they’re out in the middle of the lake with Jesus up on the mountain, and then they see what they think is a ghost, walking on the waves towards them!  How crazy it must have been to see Jesus walking on the sea.  Out on that stormy, wind-swept lake, it wouldn’t surprised me if the disciples saw Jesus body-surfing down the face of some of the waves on His way out to them from the short.  Gang, do you see what the take-away is from this story?  Do you see how important it is for you and me to appropriate this truth in the storms of our lives?

When you and I feel alone in the storm, and when all of a sudden something that seems even worse comes up over the horizon, we can take courage, because there’s a strong chance that it very well might be Jesus Christ coming to our rescue!

This is the same story we’re told in MATTHEW 14:28-31 where the Apostle Peter climbed out of the boat and walked across the water to Jesus … but that when he took his eyes off Jesus he stank like a stone down into the lake.  Why does MARK leave this part of the story left out?  Well, when we remember that MARK is the Gospel through the eyes of the Apostle Peter, and through the pen of his scribe … a man named Mark, we come up with some answers.

I think Peter left this part of the story out in his gospel BECAUSE HE DIDN’T WANT TO BE EXALTED FOR WALKING ON THE WATER - or BE HUMBLED FOR SINKING WHEN HE TOOK HIS EYES OFF JESUS!  And before we start criticizing Peter for sinking, let’s be honest about how many times in our life of faith with Jesus we’ve made the choice to stay in the boat instead of getting out and walking toward Jesus!  Do you see it?  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON of the morning here …

FAITH LESSON

God is more than willing to meet our needs … to be our Provider and our Protector.  But He wants us to call out to Him, to surrender to Him, and to meet Him halfway.

1. MARK 6:45-52	JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR

2.  JESUS IS OUR HEALER
MARK 6:53-56 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

53 When they had crossed over they came to land at Gennesaret, and moored to the shore.
54 When they got out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him,
55 and ran about that whole country and began to carry here and there on their pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard He was.
56 Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured.

With this four-verse description of the healing ministry of Jesus, MARK 6 emphasizes that the life and ministry of Jesus Christ defied all descriptions of what was “normal” was then, and what “normal” is now.  I mean, it wasn’t “normal” to feed thousands of people with one little lunch.  It wasn’t “normal” to calm a raging storm with a few words.  It wasn’t “normal” to walk on water.  And it wasn’t “normal” for sick people to be healed.  But when you and I add the power of God into the “normal” stuff of life, anything can happen.  And gang, if Jesus had this kind of great power then, He still has the same power now.

Reading v. 56 Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak reminds me of the woman in MARK 5:34, who’d been bleeding for twelve years … and who reached out and touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and was healed.  If you didn’t hear this teaching on this passage 2nd Streeter Jodi Hansen shared with us on Sunday 10 April, I encourage you to get onto www.2ndstreet.org and listen to it, or download an MP3 or a manuscript of it.

Why do you think it is people were bringing their sick friends on their beds and why were people asking to be able to touch the fringe of Jesus’ cloak?  Word of what happened had spread, this woman’s story was making the rounds, and other people were trying to do the same thing.  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

.PPT 13 … FAITH LESSON
There are people who need to hear what God HAS DONE and IS DOING in your life, so they can learn to go to Jesus Christ like you’ve done and are doing.  DON’T BE AFRAID TO TELL YOUR STORY.  

I love the Story Corps Project … 2-3 minute stories of ordinary people that are recorded, cataloged, and available at www.storycorps.org, and played every Friday morning on NPR.  Last week they played an incredible story about a woman in Minneapolis named Mary Johnson, who has become close friends with a man named Oshea Israel, who in 1993, as a 16 year old, shot and killed her 20 year old only son.

Mary and Israel don’t talk about God in their 3-minute story, but go to their website at www.bewhoyouare.info/fromdeathtolife/home.html and Jesus is all over the place.  Last year Oshea got out of prison, and because of the relationship they’ve developed over the past many years, he lives next door to Mary in Minneapolis.  Here’s an excerpt from their story, picking up just after Johnson first visited Israel in the Stillwater Prison …

ILLUSTRATION … Mary Johnson says, “After you left the room, I began to say, ‘I just hugged the man that murdered my son.’  “And I instantly knew that all my anger and animosity, all the stuff I had in my heart for 12 years for you — I knew it was over, that I had totally forgiven you.”

“Sometimes I still don't know how to take it,” Israel says, “because I haven't totally forgiven myself yet.  It's something that I'm learning from you.  I won't say that I’ve fully learned these lessons yet, because it's still a process that I'm going through.”

“My son is no longer here,” Mary says.  “I didn’t see him graduate.  But now you’re going to college, and I’ll have the opportunity to see you graduate.  I didn't see him get married.  But hopefully one day, I'll be able to experience that with you.”  Hearing Mary say these things, Israel says, gives him a reason to reach his goals.

“It motivates me to make sure that I stay on the right path,” Israel says.  “You still believe in me.  And the fact that you can do it, despite how much pain I caused you — it's amazing.”  But Israel is not the only one who's impressed.

“I know it's not an easy thing, you know, to be able to share our story together,” Mary says.  “Even with us sitting here looking at each other right now, I know it's not an easy thing.  So I admire that you can do this.”

“I love you, lady.”

“I love you too, son.”

God doesn’t want to heal people in some sort of cookie-cutter, formula sort of way.  Each person’s story will be different.  How God has worked and is working in your story probably won’t be how God wants to work, will work, or has worked in another person’s story.  But just hearing the story of how God has worked in the life of someone else, can build your faith and encourage you to trust Him deeper.

So another official delegation of JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS came up to Galilee from Jerusalem to evaluate the words and the ministry and the life and the actions of Jesus Christ.  We’ve seen this kind of an inquisition earlier, in MARK 3:22, and we’ll see them several more times before we come to the end of MARK.  And they’ve already made up their mind about Jesus, and now they want to try and “pin” something on Him.   But Jesus shows and tells them that not only is He our PROTECTOR and our HEALER, but that HE WANTS TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP WITH ANYONE WHO WILL REACH OUT TO HIM.  Anyone.

1. MARK 6:45-52	JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR
2. MARK 6:53-56 	JESUS IS OUR HEALER

3. JESUS WANTS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US
MARK 7:1-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around Him when they had come from Jerusalem,
2 and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed.
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders;
4 and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.)
5 The Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”
6 And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 

‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.
7 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’
8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.’” (ISAIAH 29:13)

9 He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.
10 “For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, is to be put to death’;
11 but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or his mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban (that is to say, given to God),’
12 you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother;
13 thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that.”

Friends, Jesus Christ has never been put off by scrutiny.  Jesus is cool with anybody giving Him the once over, to check out to see if He is who He says He is.  Jesus can handle being put under the microscope.  But get into an argument with God about God, and guess who will always come up with the short straw?  When we evaluate Jesus Christ we need to do it with an open mind, and we need to measure Him against the Word of God, not against our religious traditions, rules, and regulations.

The JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS talk about washings here, and did they ever have a list of rules about how a rabbi and his followers would get clean and stay clean before God.  Before meals.  After meals.  Before sacrifices.  After sacrifices.  Before, during, and after holidays and feasts.

I could go on for hours about all the rules the Jews expected Jews to follow.  But Jesus came, not do away with the Law, but to fulfill it … and to turn people’s hearts primarily away from rules and TOWARD DEVELOPING A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  And in this passage Jesus says that when we become as concerned about cleansing our hearts as we were about our hands, we’ll begin to more closely reflect the godliness of God.  Friends, let’s not exalt rules over a growing relationship with God – but on the other side of the coin, let’s not be afraid of allowing Jesus Christ to bring His rules, His thoughts, His words, His deeds, His priorities into our lives, so that we can reflect and live out more and more of His character.

Here’s the deal … when you and I focus on having a greater and greater devotion to Jesus Christ, a greater and greater holiness in word and deed will be the fruit.  But when we focus on greater and greater holiness in word and deed, legalism will most often be the fruit.  When Jesus quotes ISAIAH 29:13, here in MARK 7:6-8, He offers a stern judgment and rebuke … and I love these words in THE MESSAGE along with what Jesus says to the JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS about this in MATTHEW 12:7 …

MARK 7:6-7; MATTHEW 12:7 (THE MESSAGE)

6-8 Jesus answered, “Isaiah was right about frauds like you, hit the bull's-eye in fact:  These people make a big show of saying the right thing, but their heart isn't in it.  They act like they are worshiping Me, but they don't mean it.”

7 I prefer a flexible heart to an inflexible ritual.

This is the whole idea behind the word hypocrite in the Greek language, as it refers to “an actor” or to “someone who wears a mask”.  Hypocrites are people more concerned about the image they promote than about who they actually are.  It’s easy for us to point out the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, but I wonder what Jesus would say concerning the traditions of our modern American Christianity.  Do you think that God might say something similar about us? 
 
· “He attends church, but his heart is far from Me.”
· “She reads her Bible, but her heart is far from Me”
· “He prays eloquently, but his heart is far from Me”
· “She contributes money, but her heart is far from Me”
· “He does ministry, but his heart is far from Me”
· “She loves to sing, but her heart is far from Me”
· “He talks to others about Jesus, but his heart is far from Me”

And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

The TEST for any church doctrine, theology, practice, or tradition — from tithing, to water baptism, to communion, to outreach and missions has three parts … 

1. Do we see it lived out in the life of Jesus Christ?
2. Does the Early Church continue it in ACTS?
3. Is it taught in the rest of The New Testament?

If we can’t answer, “yes” to these three questions, we shouldn’t be dogmatic about it, or insist that other Christians practice it.
 
1. MARK 6:45-52	JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR
2. MARK 6:53-56 	JESUS IS OUR HEALER
3. MARK 7:1-13	JESUS WANTS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US

4. JESUS WANTS TO REBUILD OUR HEARTS
MARK 7:14-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand:
15 there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man.
16 [“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”]

17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, His disciples questioned Him about the parable.
18 And He said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also?  Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him,
19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.)

20 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.
21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,
22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.
23 “All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”

I don’t think Jesus is saying that there aren’t defiling things we can take into our minds, or into our lives (such as pornography).  Jesus is talking about ceremonial cleanliness in regard to food, and He’s bringing a shift to the commonly held belief about such things, as He teaches us that washing with “unclean hands” or any other thing that we “put into us” isn’t what ultimately defines us and defiles us.  But what comes out of us reveals that we either have clean or unclean hearts.  Listen to what Bible teacher William Barclay writes about this passage …

“Although it may not seem so now, this passage, when it was first spoken, was well-nigh the most revolutionary passage in The New Testament.”  - William Barclay, The New Daily Study Bible, Mark

As you look at the list Jesus offers us here – of the horrible, sinful things that can come out of us and defile us, and that when they come out of us, show God and others what’s at the core of who we are … which one or ones slap you upside the head?  Seriously.  Which one or ones?  And I’m serious about this question, because when that happens, this is God using His Word, the very words of Jesus Christ from here in MARK 6, to correct us, and train us in righteousness, to help us become honest about needing God’s help and God’s Word to get equipped to live the lives God calls us to.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul writes about this in SECOND TIMOTHY 3 …

SECOND TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (THE MESSAGE)

16-17 Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another – showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way.  Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.

In this list of thirteen different kinds of sins, Jesus really exposes the kind of evil that can live inside the human heart … inside of you and inside of me.  And we don’t need to travel very far to find the source of these sins.  We don’t need to conduct some kind of an exhaustive search.  All we need to do is look into our own hearts.  There’s a huge danger in looking at this list and others like it in the Bible, and saying, “Maybe others would do the things on this list … but I never would.”  Because gang, when we don’t see our own capability to commit these kinds of sins, we’re out of touch with the reality of our fallen nature.

PSALM 7:7; 18:20-24 (THE MESSAGE)

7 God's business is putting things right; He loves getting the lines straight, setting us straight.  Once we're standing tall, we can look Him straight in the eye.
20-24 God made my life complete when I placed all the pieces before Him … God gave me a fresh start.  Now I'm alert to God's ways; I don't take God for granted.  Every day I review the ways He works; I try not to miss a trick.  I feel put back together, and I'm watching my step.  God rewrote the text of my life when I opened the book of my heart to His eyes.

And it’s here that I see our FOURTH and final FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON

What God wants from us first is our heart.  God can only really change us from the inside out.  If the life, the power, and the work of God isn’t real in our hearts, then IT ISN’T REAL AT ALL.
 
JESUS IS OUR PROTECTOR, JESUS IS OUR HEALER, JESUS WANTS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US, AND JESUS WANTS TO REBUILD OUR HEARTS

Let’s invite Jesus Christ to be all this an more to us, as we seek to learn more everyday about what it means to be His disciple, His brother, His friend, His servant.

NEXT SUNDAY … 2ND STREET’S 2011-2012 MISSION PLAN AND MISSION FUNDING PLAN.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING. 
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